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UGA Mourns Emeritus Professor Douglas Bachtel

Noted demographer Douglas Bachtel, an emeritus professor in the College of 
Family and Consumer Sciences, died Aug. 8 in Athens after a long battle with multiple 
sclerosis. 

In his 33 years at the university, Bachtel was highly regarded for his ability to turn 
dry, complicated statistical data into easy-to-understand information that allowed 
elected leaders, businesses and citizens to make better-informed decisions about the 
future of their communities.

Known by the state’s media as “Georgia’s unofficial self-proclaimed bean counter,” 
Bachtel started his career at UGA in 1980 as an extension rural sociologist. In 1992, he 
joined the Department of Housing and Consumer Economics as a professor. During 
his career, he was editor of the Georgia County Guide, Georgia Municipal Guide and 
Georgia Housing Guide, among other publications.

“There are many Georgians for whom the Georgia County Guide was their most 
vital link to research and analysis from the University of Georgia, and Doug Bachtel 
was the heart and soul of that and so many other public service endeavors,” said Libby 
Morris, interim senior vice president for academic affairs and provost. “He was tireless 
in his outreach to the state.”

On June 30, Bachtel retired and was awarded the status of emeritus professor by 
former UGA President Michael F. Adams.

He is survived by his wife, Bonnie, and stepson, Travis Truchoweski, and was 
preceded in death by his daughter, April.

One of his characteristics 

was how generous he was 

with his time. It was his job, 

but he would go out into 

the far corners of Georgia 

to help people understand 

the demographics of their 

areas.” 

Sharon Nickols
FACS Dean Emeritus
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Save the Dates:

37th Annual Alumni Awards Luncheon
Saturday, Feb. 22, 2014 

Noon
UGA Center for Continuing Education

In addition to honoring our award 
recipients, we’ll be celebrating 35 years 

of the FACS Ambassador program! 

Chilly Dawg 5K
Saturday, Jan. 25, 2014

Sandy Creek Park, Athens

Race starts at 9 a.m.

Join us for these 

FACS Alumni 

Association 

events!

fcs.uga.edu/alumni


